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=~ T has been juftly obferv'd, 
f by our Writers, in. 

ot the Stage, That It is a 
GLASS, in which we fee, 
what we, ourfelves, are, by 
the Image of our own AGi- 
ons, reprefented in. the Per- 
fons of Others. —— Com- 
mend me then, to the 
i] Wik, or the Satire,. of one 
: = oe = of oa Theatres, — 

ey have bronght Newgate, into their A4éirrour,. an 

roth our ‘People of Ouality, the elegant Art of 
breaking Fayl, by way of Diverfion and Improve. 
ment, . 


TO Tréat this Subject, ~if poffible,. wich fome 
Appearance of Gravity, cither the Tafte of our Au- 
diences muft be depraved, to a Degree of. Horror 5 or 
the Judgment of our Mafter-Players corrupted, to a 
Degree of Pity! — Toolong, indeed, have the moft 
Succefsful of our Theatrical Entertainments been Low 
and Contemprtible; but I never obferv'd, before, That 
they were Ungenerous, and Jnbumane! — What Idea 
will Pofterity conceive of the Prefent Age, when they 
fhall read, among a thoufand living Records, to our 
Infamy, That our Nobility, and People, of the Firft 
Figure, in Life, cou’d defcend to be Partakers in an 
Infult, offered to the Memory, and Misfortune, of a 
er Wrertch, a Felon, who had, juft before, been 

ecuced, at Tyburn ; by fitting, contented Spectators, 
to obferve his Crimes, and his Miferies, acted over 
again, for rbeir Delight, and Inftruction, 


{Price Two Pence.] 








- BUT, If (as Lucan {ays of Nero) the Gods con’d 
make Way for C2S.AR, by no other Means than | 
thofe dreadful Things which preceded him, — If No- © 
thing lefs cou'd induce the Town, to bear with the in- 
fupportable C4 SAR in AGGYPT, than theic 
acting it immediately afer SHEPHERD in 
NEWGATE, the Players have, at leaft, One Good, 
Argument for permitting it: —. They made Way roo 
for a Brother's Tragedy, whofe’ tender Heart might, 
have been broke, if he had, twice, writ di/mally, to no’ 
ees — King JOHAN, the Dramatick Aboriive,. 
of laft Winter, was a pufillanimous Prince, and con’d 
condefcend to hear Reafons, why it was neceffary to 
fubmit, for Fear of a forcible Depofing: But C4SAR 
was a Hero, and too refolv'd, to fhake at Danger ! — . 
Tho’ all the Serpents, of Africa, fgou'd have hi/i'd in 
his Face, he would have regarded them, as little, as he 
did, the Bi.ces, the Pit, and the Gallery. 


-THIS Tragedy is fo provoking, and copious a 
Field for Satire, that ir is with Difficulty, I reftrain 
my Pen, from the fevereft Licence of juft Jnvefives. 
But I foften my Indignation, when I turn my Eye, 
from the Play to the Author: — The Examplary 
Candor, Humanity, Politenefs, Affability, and Generofity, 
of that Genrleman’s indulgent Behaviour, with Re- 
gard to the Works and Intereft of other Writers! Bur, 
above all, bis prodigious Modefty ! Thefe, his extraordi- 
nary and well-known, Virtues, overbalance a thou- 
fand Abfurdiries in his Tragedy ; and determine me 
to continue filenr. 
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THE Theatre, 20 copfefls the Truth, is a Subject 
of. r40 mach Confequenee, from its Effect on the Morals, 
and Bebaviour ot the Publick, to leave iteither de- 
cent, or reafonabie, to omit Defects in the Stage’s 
Conftiration, and defcend to the Actor’s particular 
Failings. — Buc we have Perfoms on the Stage, who 
want not fome Graces, and Generous Qualities, as 
well of Body, as of Mind, which might have adorn'd, 
even the Beft of thofe Characters, which they are ac- 


cuftom'd to reprefent: And of Thefe I thall {peak fe- __ 


rioufly, and with Pieafure, on Ocgafions which will 
offer Toemietes, ¥ I ee ea Lie a. 
Foie were may be, in thot Pretences to its Improve- 
ment, which we have heard fo very much of, under its 
Management, as it now ftands. 


BUT, To return to my firft Subject: There 
have not beétiy Wanting, publick Marks of Difappro- 
bation, as often as cthofe ill-chofen Entertainments 
abovementioned have been exhibited: Yet, they went 
on, with an unmoveable Steadine/s of Refolution, which, 
in a Caufe, the Reverfe of theirs, might deferve ro 
be call’d a Virtue ; and, even as the Cafe really ftands, 
it is an Accomplifhment, very new, and Extraordinary, 
and muft be allow’d not unworthy of the bighef#t Ad-~ 
miration ! —- That heroic Roman Spirit, which Horace 
{peaks of, in the Mortoto my PAPER, went no 
farther than a privare applauding himfelf, ar home, in 
Rerurn for the Hiffes, which he met with, when 
abroad : But our Engilifh Firmnefs of. Face, -can /ook 

eproach in the Teeth, and perfevere, with as much 
Neiiecest and Satisfaction, as if we fuffer’d for our 
Excefs of Wit, what is levell'd at our Want of Fudg- 


ot ee 


I WAS favonr’d, many Months fince, with a ° 


Sheer or Two, of Excellent Reflexions, which were 
loft, by fome pra gota been on — a 

rerd, The following Obfervations, feem fo appli-. 
cable to my prefent Purpofe, that I cannot do: better. 
! Leproof of a barbarous Cul: 
com, which had fpread irfelf, too breed, among us, 
before it appeat’d on. one of our Tipagres. . 


At Paris, and at Amflerdam, there is {carce a Week 
affes,’ without fome Publick Execution ; and yet, tho* 
there ate News*Papers in At eines: We dom, or 
never, find nee Account of thar Sorr, in them. —. 
They think, and perhaps juftly enough, That it isa} 
Point of National Credit to conceal, with as~much 
Decency as they ¢an, the Enormisies of their Coun- 
men. — On the contrary, our. Wricers for the Day, 
and the Pek, watch with Earneftnefs, for the Oppor- 
tunity, and are fure ro pafs by no fuch Subject.—Ir of- 
ren makes a very Glaring Sch ; bur is fomerimes 
unhappily rang’d, and fcituared, I have frequency 
known a Change at Court yok'd with a Remove, at Ty- 
burn; and both follow’d, clofe in the Rear, by an 
Account of fome Church. Advancement ; or new-drawn 
Matrimmial Tye, among People of Quality, 3 


‘IT ONLY hint at thefe Liberties, and defiré to 
deal gently with my Contemporaries. — There are 
other Wretches among us, who attend the Gibbet, like 
Ravens, or Vultures, and expect their Subfiflence from 
it. «« Not a poor Criminal can be hang'd, bur they 


Break open his. expiring Lips, and rob him of his 


Left W.rds, When he has {uffer'd rhe Sentence of the 
Law, he is condemn’d, afreth, to a Libe/: And is far 
from being at Ref, even after he has furrender’d his 
Life to the ter, bis Cloaths te the Ha sand 
his Body to the Surgeons! For, phen, come the Mgrib- 
ler, the Pamphietee Pov oa Biographer of. Newgate, 
.who draw owwhis -Good-Name,- and quarter it ; an 
hang up his Reputation, in Effigie. They give him a 
Quarto, or an Ofavo Shrowd; and fringe, and flourifh 
ir with his Birth, and Parentage. — Hence, the Or- 
dinary, to preferve his Perguifites, is driven upon the 
Neceflity of advertifing againf? Counterfeits ; and; has; 
fometimes, no better Expedient, than to publifh tke 


Pofthumous Works of his Communicants, even before 
they are yet departed ! 


OP gee ore * 


T O be hbalf-hang'd, has been the Cafe of one or 
two Sufferers; but to be twice bang’d, isa very great 
Hardthip: And when a Criminal’s Account of Him- 
felf is fupposd to be true, it feems a Misfortune that 
They, who wilfully, beljye, him, fhould be permitted 
to furvive him, — If the Sufferer can write, and read, 
then, befides bis Birth, anid Education, his Tryel, and 
Confeffion, we have his Lajt Works, and Compofitions. 
If he is married, we have his Widow's Lamentation, 
If he dies, trowbled, and unfatisfied, we have bis 
_Ghof? : Aud i. bis Life has-been at all remarkable; we 
have His Hiftory, and Adventures, — Some ready 
Compiies of Newgate, bundles up his AZemoirs, and 
defcribes his Exploits, in fo difcreet, and adapred, a 
Style, Thatthe Pleafantry of the Relation is more 


‘apt to prevail, on the a Pe: the Giddy (who are 
4 . 


the common Readers of Tracts) to. imitate a 
Life of fo: much feeming Heroick -Excravagance, than 
to take: Example, from the’ fatal End of ix, Sie, 


- Eknow:nor whether fuch Expefing Methods as Thefe} 
are not fuffer'd-to take Place, by Way of Advance up-. 
on the Lenityof our Englifh Executions ; and ag @ 
Counterbailance to the Foreign’ Severities.o Torture, 
and Adutilation. Y¢f chete is ‘any fuch Depth of ‘Poli- 


‘tick Refinement; in the Indulgence, which is fhewn 


this Pradti¢e;. the Dead feel nothing that relates 10 
them ; andthe Living, I am perfwaded, are very 
little the better, for fuch Paper’ Executions. But, of 
Tbis, I can venture to be pofitive, That fhould fome 
Drudge for the Bookfeller’s Benefit, make a.Coledion 
of “all Works, of this Kind, and {ome mercenary 
‘Franflaror'drefs it out, in a Foreign Language, ous 
Neighbours, and our Pofteriry, might be rempred to 
believe, That’ the prefent Generation. of. Englifomen 
were 4 Nation of Thieves, and Pick-pockers. 
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